Issue # 127

St. John Fisher Parish Magazine

Cover: The Holy Family from ‘Mystic Nativity’ - an oil painting by Botticelli - brings joy to the cover of Talkabout.
Read more about this beautiful and interesting painting on page 14.
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WELCOME

TO TALKABOUT
Dear Parishioners and all readers of Talkabout,

Catholic Church with no chance of a Mass in English.

As I write this column around mid November, it has
been encouraging to see the numbers attending Mass
steadily increasing. Whilst Covid remains with us and
we continue to take necessary precautions (for example
wearing face coverings and sanitising hands), an air of
normality has begun to return.

But I still felt a certain dissatisfaction. On reflecting why,
I decided it could all be summed up in three words:
‘lack of communion’. First there was the very obvious
lack of the opportunity to receive our Blessed Lord in
Holy Communion. As the Second Vatican Council said,
without any exaggeration, “The Eucharist is ‘the source
and summit of the Christian life’. The other sacraments
are bound up with the Eucharist and are oriented
towards it. For in the blessed Eucharist is contained the
whole spiritual good of the Church, namely Christ
himself.”

In addition to the Mass and other liturgies, sacramental
preparations
(Baptism,
Reconciliation,
Holy
Communion) have been getting back into full swing.
And on Saturday 13 November, Bishop Paul Hendricks
confirmed 49 of our young people. We pray that this
will be the start of a lifelong commitment to Jesus and
the Church for each of them.

Secondly, there was the inability to meet and interact
with other parishioners. The Church is a community of
the people of God. It is not a grouping of isolated and
separate individuals who worship alone in their own
homes. That is the reason why it is so good to see
people returning to the Church.

It is an appropriate time to express our thanks to two
particular groups of parishioners without whom these
developments would not have been possible. First the
volunteer stewards who have welcomed people at all
Masses, provided encouragement to follow the Covid
protocols and dutifully sanitised the benches etc after
Mass. All of which has been essential work at these
times. In addition, as was recognised at the recent
Parish Advisory Council meeting and at a meeting of
Deanery clergy, their presence has also shown the
great benefit of having a welcoming face at the back of
the Church when people arrive. We hope that some of
these at least will continue in this role.

By the time you are reading this, the Church will have
embarked on a new liturgical year and Christmas will be
in all our thoughts. We pray that this year we will be
able to celebrate Mass joyfully as we have done in the
past. And we pray too that we will all be free to gather
with our families. It was very strange last year to be
restricted to our own homes: it was the first time ever
that Shirley and I had not met with our close families at
that time of the year.
Christmas is followed by the celebration of the new
calendar year. On Sunday 2nd January at 4pm the
Justice and Peace Group will be holding a Peace
Service entitled ‘A culture of care as a path to peace’
based on Pope Francis’ social encyclical letter ‘Fratelli
Tutti’. Please join us if you can.

Secondly, our sacramental preparation catechists.
Theirs is a difficult task in normal times but was made
harder by the pandemic. But they retained their
enthusiasm and commitment throughout.
Finally it is good to see the reopening of various
groups. The uniformed groups have been meeting for
some time and more recently both the ‘parent and
toddler’ group and the ‘over 60s club’ have recommenced.

Finally, and whatever the next few weeks bring, the
parish clergy wish you all a blessed Christmas and a
peaceful new year.
Deacon Tom

One of the biggest changes during the pandemic has
been the availability of Masses live streamed into our
homes. This was of benefit to all of us during
‘lockdown’ when our churches were closed and will be
of great consolation in future for the housebound.
Shirley and I recently spent a week in Denmark visiting
our son, his wife and two grandchildren and it was great
to be able to join the live streamed Sunday 9.30am
Mass when we were staying in a remote seaside village
south of Copenhagen, some miles from the nearest
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YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR
All those recently Baptised

All those recently called home to Heaven

Sienna Bentley

Margaret Donegan

Isabella Waleska

Myrtle Bloomfield

Rebecca Waleska

Pat Igoe

Zachariah Waleski

Kevin Deegan

Isabella Higgins

Winifred Ryan

Hope Leahy

Mary Moriarty

Calum Paul

Maria White

Archie Coyne

Mary Huggett

Arabella Bradshaw

Marlene Saldanha
Richard Debono

Grant them eternal
rest, Lord, and let
perpetual light
shine on them.

Your prayers are requested for the following young people
who were confirmed by Bishop Paul on Saturday 13th November
Max Andrews

Emma Chetty

Aisling McGrory-Fisher

Edgar Thiollier

Joelle Azebaze

Matthew Dickenson

Rebecca Morgan

Julia Truchel

Mike Azebaze

Holly Downes

Wiliam Newnham

Eleni Tsirkas

Darcey-Blu Baptiste

Mia Faulkner

Igor Nowinski

Jesper Wheatley

Jack Bays

Godfrey Frimpong

Oliver Ojeda-Sierra Garcia

James Wilkinson

Charlotte Beard

Oliver Gannon

Emily Ospelt

Ethan Yadav

Conor Blom

Max Garcez

Claudio Parisi

Emily Yan

Oscar Borzym

Sebastian Grayling

Maksymilian Radziszewski

Natalie Bowman

Oscar Hardy

Lilliana Semler

Leo Brooke-Alder

Matthew Hutchinson

Conor Singleton

Niamh Brown

Elena Hyland

Nathaniel Slawski

Massimo Buttaci

Daniel Jarocki

Omar Staussi

Mateusz Bylina

Zach Kirby

Kacper Sromek

Zoe Casati

Charlotte Kisiel

Juliet Swider

IF YOU FEEL ILL

PARKING NEAR THE
CHURCH

PLEASE STAY AT HOME

Please
remember
to
be
considerate of our neighbours
when parking your car for Mass at
the weekends and over the
Christmas season. Do not obstruct
driveways or park on grass verges.

If you don’t feel well or
have symptoms of Covid-19,
please stay at home

Please also keep the church
entrance clear and refrain from
parking by the church wall alongside.
In an emergency an ambulance will
need to get around the car park.
Thank you.
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COVID-19 GUIDELINES
Thank you for your help, your support is very much appreciated by the clergy
cleaning our Church at least once every day
depending on the availability of cleaners)

In line with the government's new guidelines which
began on Monday 19th July, the Catholic Bishops of
England and Wales have recommended the following:

6. Fill in the NHS track and trace forms
or scan in using the QR code

1. Continue to sanitize hands on entry to Churches
and before liturgies

7. Distribute/Receive Holy Communion at the
normal time and not at the end of Mass
but only under one kind

2. Wear face coverings in Church
3. Ventilate the Church building especially during
Mass and other celebrations (by keeping
windows and doors open)

8. Suspend the physical Sign of Peace during Mass
9. Not to use Holy Water stoups

4. Clean high frequency touch points in the Church
after each act of Worship

For more details please visit:
www.cbcew.org.uk/
covid-guidance-collective-worship

5. Thoroughly clean the Church once a week.
(It will be good to maintain the practice of

Streaming Mass Viewer Numbers
1st Jan - 19th Nov 2021

Number of Viewers:
Number of Unique Viewers:
Total Time Viewed:
Number of Countries:
UK:
43,761
Ireland: 8,300
USA:
1,883
India:
489
Germany: 268
Uganda:
158
Poland:
104
Spain:
90
Canada:
87
Australia:
79
Philippines: 76
Brazil:
73
France:
71
Italy:
71
Netherlands: 49
Romania:
41
UAE:
40
Malaysia:
35
South Africa: 35
Nigeria:
28
Switzerland: 26
Slovakia:
26
Portugal:
25

REGULAR WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Monday - Friday

9:00 am

Daily Mass

Saturday

9:00 am

Daily Mass

6.00 pm

Saturday Vigil Mass

8:00 am

Sunday Mass

9.30 am

Sunday Mass

11.00am

Sunday Mass

6.30pm

Sunday Mass

Sunday

86,200
56,254
22,155 hrs
92

Trinidad & Tobago: 23

Mauritius:
17
Guernsey:
15
Sweden:
15
Malta:
14
Russia:
13
Indonesia: 13
Japan:
12
Jersey:
10
Lebanon:
10
Austria:
10
Singapore: 10
Croatia:
9
Isle of Man: 8
Monaco:
8
Belgium:
7
Kenya:
7
Ghana:
7
New Zealand: 7
Rep. of Korea: 7
Vietnam:
7
Luxembourg: 6
Bahrain:
6

Czechia:
Israel:
Greece:
Turkey:
Serbia:
Oman:
Gibraltar:
Denmark:
Norway:
Hong Kong:
Ukraine:
Hungary:
Cyprus:
Ivory Coast:
Chile:
Tanzania:
Zimbabwe:
Colombia:
Kuwait:
Thailand:
Argentina:

6
6
6
6
5
5
4
4
4
4
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

1 viewer: Botswana, Saudi Arabia, Finland, Iceland,
Zambia, Nepal, Peru, Latvia, San Marino, Bulgaria,
Guyana, Angola, Iraq, Sri Lanka, Bermuda, Ethiopia,
Vatican City, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Belarus,
Slovenia, Morocco, Mexico and Taiwan.
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

(A woman led, global, ecumenical movement)
FRIDAY 4TH MARCH 2022

“I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU”
2022 is a special year for World Day of Prayer in
England, Wales and Northern Ireland. This year, we
have prepared the World Day of Prayer service. It has
been both challenging and rewarding to write about
the three countries that make up our area: our
landscape, people and culture all shaped by our
history. We celebrate our diversity and the contribution
made to our countries by the many groups and
individuals who have made their home here. We use
our Bible text “I know the plans I have for you” from
Jeremiah to reflect on some of the issues facing us
today: poverty, domestic abuse and disability, finding
hope in difficult situations and encouragement in the
help we can give to each other.

mere human thought and understanding. We do not
have adequate language to describe God nor sufficient
artistic skills to depict God without words. Our human
words are images, models, metaphors and analogies,
all speaking of the richness of God but never capturing
God’s fullness. And yet, so often, we continue to try to
put limits on him, to try and shut him up in a box: by
calling him ‘him’ for starters!
One of the most important and distinctive
characteristics of World Day of Prayer is that it is
women-led. We must not forget, in some countries,
WDP still offers the only opportunity for women to
express their concerns and to ask for prayer for the
issues that are most relevant to them and to their
families. This is something that we must cherish. In
this service, the phrase “God our Mother and our
Father” is used not to be provocative but only to draw
attention to the wider imagery of God and to try and
take a small step towards an understanding of God
beyond gender. It is also for this reason that both male
and female pronouns have been avoided in all the
prayers.

World Day of Prayer is an international ecumenical
organisation which enables women all over the world
to share the ideas and concerns of the writing country.
Preparation for the day has taken several years. Our
International Committee based in New York
coordinates the work of National Committees and
facilitates the creation of our annual World Day of
Prayer service on the first Friday in March. The service
outline, created by the writing country, is distributed to
the rest of the world, along with a Bible reflection,
country background and - for the first time - young
people’s activities. All this work will come to fruition on
Friday 4 March 2022 when services will take place
beginning in Samoa and moving on through New
Zealand and Australia, across Asia, Africa and Europe
and finally the United States and South America
before finishing in American Samoa.

Here in Merton there will be a service at St John the
Divine, High Path at 10.30 am. Hopefully the service
will also be on Zoom and YouTube. For further
information and resources visit the WDP website at
www.wwdp.org.uk and watch out for the notice in the
parish newsletter.
Julie Sheahan
WDP Representative

Across England, Wales and Northern Ireland services
will take place in large urban centres, such as Central
Hall Westminster, and in remote village churches. We
will use modern technology to reach those unable to
access a service but hope to be able to extend a
welcome and hospitality once released from lockdown.
The overarching theme of the service is HOPE – very
appropriate for this time when the world is coming to
terms with the ongoing risks of the pandemic and the
looming climate crisis. HOPE is depicted through the
lighting of candles, the distribution of seeds and the
exchange of message worldwide via social media
using hashtag #WDP hope. This service also offers us
all an opportunity to appreciate more clearly the
enormity of God. God is totally beyond the limits of our
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ASK THE CLERGY:
CAN WOMEN BECOME DEACONS & CHAPLAINS?
Can women be
ordained Deacons?

accordance with universal and particular law" (Canon
564). The law establishes the chaplain as a canonical
figure in the person of a Priest who is accountable to
the diocesan Bishop. Therefore, in a canonical sense
the title of chaplain is ascribed only to priests and not
even Deacons can be named chaplains.

In the liturgical traditions
of the Roman Catholic
Church,
ordination
refers to the means by
which a person is
included in one of the
orders
of
Bishops,
Priests and Deacons.
As ordained ministers,
Deacons perform many of the same functions as
priests (e.g. preaching, and presiding over weddings,
baptisms, and funerals). According to the 1983 Code
of Canon Law (Canon 1024) and the Catechism of the
Catholic Church (Art. 6, par. 1538), only a Catholic
male validly receives ordination. Hence, in the Catholic
Church women cannot become Deacons.

However, given the unavailability of Priests to fill
sacramental roles in the diverse institutions like
Hospitals, Schools, Prisons where pastoral care is
frequently needed, different people other than Priests
have assumed the duty of pastoral care in these
institutions and to these the title "chaplain" has been
applied. Among them are lay persons, religious women
and men serving in various roles of pastoral care. The
pastoral care they provide is not an attempt to fulfil a
role that simulates the role of a Priest but a measure to
provide and facilitate an effective, compassionate
response to the spiritual needs of a community. It is for
this reason that many “chaplains” nowadays in
Institutions like Schools, Hospitals, Prisons are lay
people or religious men and women who offer
wonderful services to members in those institutions
that would not have been received, given the shortage
of priests. These non-ordained chaplains organize the
celebration of Sacraments, prayer assemblies, and
provide counselling services. No doubt their ministry is
essential to the Church’s outreach to its members in
various institutions. As the representatives of the
Catholic Church in various institutions, they help to
maintain a Catholic presence, providing guidance and
religious guidelines to the Catholics in any given
institution.

However, in contrast to the ordination of women to the
Catholic Priesthood, the ordination of women to the
Diaconate is being actively discussed by Catholic
scholars and theologians as well as senior clergy.
There is historical evidence pointing to women serving
as Deaconesses in the early Church. One example in
the New Testament is Romans 16:1 where a woman
named Phoebe is referred to (in some texts) as
Deaconess. What is not clear however, is what exactly
the role of such Deaconesses was and whether their
ordination was a sacramental one.
In the course of history various attempts have been
made to review the theology of the ministry of
Deaconesses in the early Church and the question
whether women might be allowed to become Deacons.
One of those attempts was the commission set up by
Pope Francis in August 2016. Members of this
commission failed to reach a consensus. The issue
was revived in 2019 during the Summit of the Bishops
of the Amazon Region, and a new Commission was
formed in 2020. The church has yet to give a definitive
response as to whether women in the early centuries
of Christianity had been ordained sacramentally, which
will act as the basis for the ordination of women to the
Diaconate.

Fr. Matthias

Can women become Chaplains?
The 1983 Code of Canon law defines a chaplain as "a
Priest to whom is entrusted in a stable manner the
pastoral care, at least in part, of some community or
special group of Christ's faithful, to be exercised in

Ordination of Rev. Con Diver to the Permanent Diaconate
at St. George’s Cathedral, Friday 5th November 2021
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BAMBINELLI SUNDAY
What is Bambinelli Sunday?

Why take this initiative?

The Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday) has for
many years been the day when the children of Rome
bring the figurines of Baby Jesus from their
family nativity cribs to St Peter’s Square
to be blessed by the Pope during the
Angelus. The day is affectionately
known as ‘Bambinelli Sunday’.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI offers a perfect “why”.
The Blessing of the Bambinelli (Baby Jesus figurines)
as they are called in Rome, reminds us that the crib is
a school of life where we can learn the secret of
true joy. This does not consist in having many
things but in feeling loved by the Lord, in giving
oneself as a gift for others and in loving one
another. Let us look at the crib. Our Lady and
St Joseph do not seem to be a very fortunate
family; their first child was born in the midst of
great hardship; yet they are full of deep joy,
because they love each other, they help each
other and, especially, they are certain that
God, who made himself present in the little
Jesus, is at work in their story. And the
shepherds? What did they have to rejoice
about? That new-born infant was not to change
their condition of poverty and marginalisation. But
faith helped them recognise the “babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes and lying in a manger” as a “sign” of
the fulfilment of God’s promises for all human beings,
“with whom he is pleased”. (Luke 2:12,14).

Instituted by St Pope John Paul II
during his Papacy, the tradition has
continued and has grown in popularity
across the universal Church. Children
are invited to wrap the blessed
figurines in Christmas wrapping when
they return home, and to place them
under the tree, to be opened as the first
gift of Christmas; thus encouraging young
children to make the connection between
the gifts they receive on Christmas Day and
the greatest gift that any of us can receive,
Jesus; and the connection between the Nativity set at
home and the local Church where they worship each
weekend.

PARISH HALL HIRE
Our parish hall is now available to hire at times when it
is not being used by our parish activities. We have
contracted a management company called Praetorium
to
oversee
the
bookings.
Praetorium
were
recommended to us by the diocese and many other
parishes in our diocese also use them to earn revenue
from their parish buildings.

Weekend hire is available on Saturday from 10:30am to
5pm and Sunday from 1:30pm to 5:30pm. Our existing
parish groups will not be affected by external bookings.
Hirers are required to sign a contract directly with
Praetorium and pay a deposit directly to them. The
deposit will be returned after the hire period provided no
damage has occurred. All hirers are asked to remove
all their rubbish and leave the hall in the condition that
they find it.

If you would like to make a booking, please
visit www.lowcosthalls.co.uk or call Praetorium on
01372 457651 for more information.

If you are looking for a space to host your child’s
birthday party or family get together, or know a group
that is looking for a space during a weekday for a
dance/fitness/music class, then please let them know
about our hall. Reduced rates will be offered for regular
bookings.

The direct link to book our hall is:
www.lowcosthalls.co.uk/location/merton-church-hall
The hourly cost is £40 and this is paid directly to
Praetorium. Please do not contact the Parish Office
with hire enquiries unless the event relates to a parish
event or group (bereavement included) as the hire
contract is between the hirer and Praetorium.

Our hall is a fantastic space and by booking it, you will
also be helping to raise funds for the parish which we
hope will go towards improving the hall and help to
cover the heating/electricity costs for the times when
the hall is being used for parish activities.

The hall is available for private hire during weekdays
(apart from Thursday) and during the day on Saturday
and Sunday. Our hall is not available for hire in the
evening.

Melissa Russell, Parish Secretary
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FRIDAY FARE
CAMEROONIAN FISH STEW
This tomato fish stew is garlicky, flavourful with a nice sweetness from the tomatoes. The recipe serves six.
Ingredients:
•
•
•
•
•
•

2 or 3 fresh medium mackerels gutted, cleaned
and cut into chunks, or fish filets/casserole chunks
7 cloves garlic
1 inch ginger root (peeled and sliced)
4 sprigs basil
1 medium onion (chopped)
8 tomatoes (super ripe, with a bright red colour)

•
•
•
•
•

1 cup vegetable or corn oil
½ teaspoon ground white pepper
½ teaspoon salt
3 Maggi seasoning (4g cubes)
1 habanero or scotch bonnet pepper
(optional)

Method:
1. Prepare the spice blend. Reserve 1 sprig of
basil to use later. Place the rest of the basil, garlic
and ginger into a blender. Add about ¼ cup water
and blend into a paste.

Add the remaining spice blend to the tomatoes
and stir for 2 minutes.
Add in 1 ½ cups of water, the remaining salt,
the white pepper and sprinkle in the Maggi seasoning cubes. Stir well to combine. Add habanero or scotch bonnet pepper if using.

2. Season the fish. If buying whole fish, ask your
fishmongerto gut and clean the fish. Add a
tablespoon of the spice blend to the fish. Add one
eighth of a teaspoon of salt to the fish. Mix well
so the seasoning covers the fish all over.

Add the cooked fish carefully into the pot and
let everything simmer together for about 5
minutes. Avoid stirring vigorously once the fish
is in the pot. Only move the fish pieces around
gently to ensure they aren't sticking to the bottom of the pot.

3. Cook the fish. Cover a baking tray with
aluminium foil. Generously rub some of the oil
(about 2 tablespoons) over the foil. Place the fish
o
in a single layer on the foil. Preheat oven to 400
o
F (200 C). Place the fish in the oven and cook
for 15-17 minutes.

6. Remove the excess oil. Use a ladle or cook
spoon to remove half a cup of oil from the pot.
7. Garnish the stew. Chop the reserved sprig of
basil and sprinkle over the stew. Turn off the
heat.

4. Blend the tomatoes. Cut the tomatoes into
quarters and blend into a rough paste.
5. Make the stew. Place a heavy duty pot on high
heat. Add the remaining oil to the pot and let it
heat up for 3 minutes. Add the chopped onions to
the pot and stir. Let it sauté until soft.

8. Serve and enjoy!

Add the blended tomatoes and let it cook while
stirring from time to time for 15 to 20 minutes until
the tomatoes shrink considerably. Do not let the
tomatoes burn.
Serve this Tomato Fish Stew with cooked rice, a salad and some sweet fried plantains. It is quite a treat!

MOTHERS’ PRAYERS

WEEKLY OFFERTORY
DONATIONS

This parish prayer group
meets on

Thank you to those parishioners who contribute
generously towards the running costs of the Parish.
Anyone who wishes to make a donation in this regard can
do so in any of the following ways:
• Please email merton@rcaos.org.uk for a pledge form

• Continue to use your weekly gift aid envelope
• Donate to our parish justgiving page at
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/st-john-fisher-merton
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Fridays at 9.30am
in the Day Chapel.
Please come along and pray for your child,
children or grandchildren.
Anyone who wishes to attend is most
welcome.

MARY SIMPSON
R.I.P.

(NÉE BUNDY)

Mary was born Mary Bundy at the Joseph Fraser
Nursing home in Colombo, in Ceylon, now Sri Lanka,
on 2nd August 1936.
Mary met her future husband Len at a dance in 1956
soon after she began teaching and they were destined
to marry. At the time they met, Len was a Radio
Engineer having trained with the Royal Air Force. Their
wedding on October 4th 1958 was held at St John
Fisher Church in Morden. Mary and Len went on to
have five children: Helen, David, Frances, Jane and
Andy.
48 The Green became their family home in January
1967. Mary and Len were both active in fundraising for
the new Church hall and were very involved in parish
and school life. By the time Andy was at Nursery
school, Mary had been offered a teaching job at St
John Fisher School and she worked there for the next
25 years. She prepared hundreds of pupils for the
Sacraments of Reconciliation, Communion and
Confirmation during her time at the school, and was a
much loved and respected member of staff.

three years later. These new grandchildren gave Mary
a renewed purpose and she loved her role as nanny.
Seven more grandchildren followed over the years:
Charlotte, William and Jessie, Jake and Sam, James
and Jack. Mary loved them all and was so proud of all
their achievements.
She retired from teaching in 1995 but continued to work
as a supply teacher at St John Fisher School. In her
retirement Mary enjoyed meeting up with her many
friends for coffee, meals out and theatre trips. Mary
treasured these friendships, especially those with
Maureen Elliott, Paddy Beynon, Maureen Stone and of
course Sheila Richardson. She visited Rome on a
church trip, the highlight of which was an audience with
the Pope, and also holidayed in Bruges with her great
friend Maureen Elliott. Mary became involved with the
local St Vincent de Paul Society at this church and
acted as Treasurer as well as visiting housebound
parishioners. She also went into the school regularly to
hear children read.

Mary continued to teach as the children grew up, took
exams and left home for university. In 1982 she was
awarded a diploma in Mathematical Education at the
Roehampton Institute which she had succeeding in
studying for alongside teaching and bringing up a
family.
The family faced a crisis in 1981 when Len fell ill with
his first heart attack. He was taken to hospital and
made a good recovery, but in 1983 a second heart
attack at home ended his life and Mary’s world was
shattered.
In 1984 Helen and Bob’s first child, Laura, was born
and this was Mary’s first grandchild. Richard followed

A member of the family once commented that Mary
lived life through her children and grandchildren and
this was true - she was never happier than when she
was surrounded by her extended family and this is how
we will remember her.
By 2007, Mary was finding 48 The Green too big a
home to run and she decided to move to a smaller
house in Hunting Gate Mews in Sutton. For some time,
the new house suited her well, as she was still driving
and could see her friends and she was able to travel to
visit her family.
As time went on, Mary's memory started to worsen and
she received a diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease in
2016. Her house in Sutton was sold and she moved to
Spencer House Care Home in Northampton very close
10

to Jane’s home. Jane was dedicated in her support of
our mum in these final years.

To her family, Mary will always be remembered as a
kind and gentle mother, a loving wife and a wonderful
nanny and great-nanny. To Mary’s many friends and
colleagues she was a very loyal and caring friend who
gave her time to others quietly and generously without
passing judgement. This will be her legacy. We trust
that she is now finally at peace and reunited with her
husband Len.

Mary was a much loved mum, wife, daughter, sister,
aunt and (great) nanny to us all. During Mary’s life her
Catholic faith remained paramount and she attended
Mass until the last few years of her life when her final
illness took hold. She received the Sacrament of
Communion up until shortly before her death and was
visited by the Northampton Cathedral SVP team each
week.

Helen Powell

JOHN GOLDEN
R.I.P.

John Golden, our dad, was born in Bristol in 1936 to
Bess and Phil, later joined by his much loved sister
Elizabeth. After attending Bristol University, he had a
long career as a civil engineer. He married our mum,
Barbara, in 1965, and had us 6 children and 40
fulfilling years of marriage before she died in
2006.

Dad had a sense of fun: accompanying his
grandchildren and grand-niece on all manner of slides
and carousels, much to their delight. At least, as long
as he wasn’t trying to photograph something. His
goddaughter remembered her children being
convinced that Father Christmas really did
bring them presents each year. He came
every year, shortly before Christmas,
not in his traditional red outfit but in a
jacket and tie; but he was certainly
kind, he brought presents and
had a bushy white beard.

Dad was always happy at his
computer, problem solving the
websites he set up and managed
for the different organisations he
actively supported in different
ways, including the Catenians,
Friends of Cannon Hill,
Christian Care, Teams of Our
Lady, the parish Justice &
Peace
group
and
the
National Trust. He was an
active member of St John
Fisher parish as a reader,
organiser of church collections
and member and Chairman of
the parish council and, of
course, an altar server for more
than 60 years. His problem solving
mind coming to the fore when, one
day, during Mass using the then-usual
Tridentine Rite, he realised there was no
bell: so he jingled his car keys! His belief in
contributing to the Church community extended to
other parishes including St Joseph’s, when he lived in
Hong Kong, as a school governor at St Cecilia’s and as
a reader and server at lunchtime mass at Westminster
Cathedral near his office in London. He was a valued
member of this parish community and the kind words
from parishioners over the last few weeks have
illustrated to us the esteem in which he was held.

He was always interested and
a mine of information. He
taught us to be curious and to
seek information ourselves
and continued to educate his
grown-up
children
with
intelligent observations and
information. He had an eye
for detail and was always
ready to step in and help
correct what he saw was amiss.
Dad was not afraid of his long,
happy and useful life coming to an
end. He passed peacefully from this
world to the next, in the certain belief that
his wife Barbara and other friends and
relations who had gone on before him, were there
waiting for him.
His legacy lives on in each of us. We love him and miss
him.
The Golden family
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KEVIN DEEGAN
(1950-2021)

R.I.P.

Kevin Deegan was our parish organist and choir
master. His family would like to thank all those who
were able to celebrate his life with them at his Requiem
Mass last month, whether in person at the church or
watching on the live stream. The following is an excerpt
from his Eulogy:

chartered accountancy before he headed off to start to
train as a teacher.
In 1974 he graduated from Avery Hill teacher training
college with a Certificate in Education, having studied
PE and Music, and whilst there winning a prize for his
musical contributions. Soon after he began his teaching
career in South East London before obtaining a post at
the Linden Lodge School for the visually impaired. He is
remembered as an inspirational teacher who touched
the lives of many past pupils. At Linden Lodge he ran
guitar and recorder groups along with a highly
successful choir, for whom he would spend endless
hours Brailing songbooks and making tapes for pupils
to listen to.

To say that our dad’s life was a full one is an
understatement. Passionate musician and singer,
inspirational teacher, traveller, writer of poetry,
comedian and an armchair sports enthusiast. Dad was
never anything less than a ball of energy. He followed
his interests and vocations with an enthusiasm that
never waned and was infectious in the way it inspired
all those who came into his orbit. He was a great
communicator, with an ability to connect with
people from all walks of life. In fact, he was
the ultimate ‘People Person.’

During this time he was seconded to
Birmingham University where he
obtained a Bachelor of Philosophy.
Later he gained a Master’s
degree in Education from
Kingston University, which he
studied for in the evenings
whilst working.

Kevin John Gregory Deegan was
born on 7th November 1950, to
parents Bamma and Christine.
He was the second born and a
brother to Mary, Clare, Joan,
Helen and Tony. He described
his childhood at the Petrie
family
home,
Leicester
House, as fortunate and
happy. Days were spent with
his siblings tadpoling, playing
imaginative games, dressing up
and roaming the great outdoors.
He also enjoyed the company of
his cousins who regularly visited
for holidays.

At Linden Lodge, he
developed many important
friendships
which
he
retained throughout his life.
The most important of
these, however, was the one
he formed with our mum,
Jacky. They married on the
11th August 1979, and this year
celebrated 42 years together. In
1983 they moved to New Malden to
start a family. Peter arrived that year,
followed by Elizabeth in 1985 and Sarah two
years later. As a family we have many happy memories
together.

In 1962 he began his secondary schooling in
Brighton, where he developed his chess skills to
impressively become captain of the school team, and
also where he began to discover a love for
Shakespeare. Later, as a boarder at St John’s College,
he began to write poetry, a habit that would continue
throughout his life.

He left Linden Lodge, after 23 years, to become a
Peripatetic teacher in Sutton, subsequently working in
various London boroughs until his retirement. Wherever
he was he would volunteer his musical services, playing
in school assemblies or providing accompaniment for
school shows such as Bugsy Malone.

During his late teens and early twenties he developed a
number of interests. These included boxing and judo,
where he achieved his brown belt and later become an
instructor. He also taught himself how to play the piano
and guitar which, as we all know, was the beginning of
a life-long passion for both of these instruments. Shortly
after this he dipped his toe into brief stints as a milkman
for Unigate, a brick hodder and even an attempt at

Outside of working hours he followed his love of singing
with a passion. This included 15 years in the Sacred
Heart Church choir, singing in barber shop groups,
Madrigal groups and performing with the Hill Singers.
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He also became the organist at Wandsworth Prison,
playing for the Sunday morning mass. Here he formed
a choir with some of the prisoners. With Dad being Dad,
he formed new friendships that were important to him,
this time with the prison’s Catholic Chaplaincy.

When troubling times occurred, he became many
people’s ‘Go to’ - offering a kind, supportive, nonjudgemental shoulder for anyone in the family.
He was fiercely loyal, always keeping in touch and
showing genuine interest in people’s lives. I’m sure
everyone’s inbox is feeling a little bit quieter, either
missing one of his chatty ‘how are you?’ e-mails or him
recommending something you must read, watch or visit!
I never truly appreciated the time, thought and effort he
gave in doing this, or replied as much as I should have
but this never stopped his consistent efforts.

From Wandsworth, he came to St John Fisher, as the
organist and choir master, which was a marvellous
platform for him to compose his own church music to
perform. He spent hours producing arrangements to fit
the choir, which became his pride and joy.
In his spare time he was involved with various charities.
To name only a few; he took part in soups runs, was a
trustee with The Living Paintings charity (bringing art to
blind people) and arranged guitar pieces for the Royal
National Institute of Blind People. He was also a great
supporter of the Samaritans.

He was a devoted ‘Silly Grandad’ and never stopped
shouting from the rooftops about them all! He was that
Grandad on the floor, playing and building, telling jokes,
trips out to theme parks, theatre shows and what will be
a huge surprise treating them to many Weatherspoon
lunches!

Throughout his life, the Arts were very important to him.
He enjoyed regular visits to art galleries, theatre, opera
shows and the ballet by himself, with Mum and also
with his cousins. He also belonged to a local writers
group and had many poems published, including one
about the First World War which now hangs in the
Imperial War Museum.

There are no words for losing him. We take comfort in
knowing he is in peace and the strong faith he had in
where he was going and who he was going to be with
again. Always grateful, we know he would feel blessed
for his time and whilst I don’t have permission for this
there is no way I cannot mention our dads biggest
blessing – our mum. She wasn’t just the woman behind
every ironed shirt for work, why he never went hungry
or literally some mornings the reason he was able to
find his shoes and keys to leave the house! Mum was
his biggest support and strength and could not have
looked after him more in all his good and ill health. Dad
was a rubbish romantic, but he cherished mum, was
always lost without her and at his happiest when
sharing one of their lifetime holidays together.

His life was so full and this has only just scratched the
surface with some of his achievements, of which we are
all very proud of him for. This was the serious side to
him, however, as we all know this was only half the life
he lived.
Trying to fit in all of his ways, family life and memories, I
felt I have experienced the same distress Dad had
wanting to find room for all his books in the house –
there’s just far too many of them! Dad had a constant
zest for learning, giving him the excuse to own a book
for - everything! Be it language or travel books for
nearly every country to any educational topic, Dad was
always able in conversations to reply with – I’ve got a
book on that!

He will be relieved that I’m going to stop now, no more
jokes or digs, just to say how lucky and proud we are to
call you our dad.
The song may have ended but we promise your melody
will remain with us always.

Never being able to sit still – he would always have a
pack of cards to hand, a crossword to finish, an online
scrabble game to complete or another to tick off from
the 1001 films to watch before you die - he impressively
only had 38 left which he was unable to get hold of!

The Deegan Family

LIGHT UP OUR LIVES
Christ, come into our world of darkness
Light up our lives with your coming.
Fulfil all our longings with the joy of your birth
Strengthen our resolve to
work for change in our world
And to share the hope of your birth
that each Advent brings.
Amen.

You could only describe him as never boring and
unapologetically himself, with his ability to fall asleep
anywhere, finishing off everyone’s plate of food, his bad
jokes and wind-ups or just the constant noise he
brought and made wherever he went!
He was a proud family man and the life and soul at any
family get together! He was the energetic cousin, a fun
brother-in-law, an honoured godfather, enjoyed being
crazy, quirky Uncle Kevin and the unconditional brother.

Sr Bridgetta Rooney
CAFOD
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THE MYSTIC NATIVITY
PAINTING BY BOTTICELLI

Botticelli was swept along by the general emotions of
the events and did burn some of his nude paintings,
deeming them indecent.
The political situation is too complicated to discuss here
but the revolt against the despotic rule of the Medici
family saw them driven out of Florence on the 9th
November 1494. Savonarola had great inﬂuence over
the people, and this gave him a position of power to
inﬂuence the change of government. But he had no
political ambitions only a desire to found a city of God in
Florence in order to inﬂuence the whole of Italy and the
Church, to reform. Through jealousy and suspicion
Savonarola drew enemies at home who then aligned
themselves with foreign powers and also Pope
Alexander VI and his Curia. It was Savonarola's
fanatical and hell-ﬁre preaching which disapproved of
even the simplest pleasure such as jokes, festivals and
carnivals that brought about conﬂict between him and
the corrupt Borgia Pope, Alexander VI. Uncomfortable
with Savonarola's personal accusations the Pope
eventually excommunicated him. His preaching had
become fanatical and almost tyrannical.

On Palm Sunday 1498, St Mark's was attacked by a
screaming mob, Savonarola was arrested with two of
his ardent followers, Fra Dominic and Fra Salvestro by
Florentine authorities and imprisoned. They were
tortured and condemned as heretics, to die by
strangulation and burning at the stake. Remember this
was still the time of the inquisition set up to punish
heretics. Two commissioners from Rome handed the
Friars over to the secular authorities, the senior one
suggesting "We shall have a ﬁne bonﬁre". A scaffold
was erected in the same Piazza as the "bonﬁre of the
vanities" and the three Dominicans were ﬁrst hung and
then their bodies burned and remains thrown into the
river Arno.

This beautiful and unconventional nativity scene,
painted by the well known artist Botticelli, reﬂects the
turbulent times of the 1490's when Italy was disrupted
by foreign invasions, plague and famine, prompting
many to speculate if it was the end of the world and that
the last judgement was imminent. Such apocalyptic
premonitions were not unknown as each century
approached its end and it was no different in Florence.
To add to the passionate emotions of the populace, the
Dominican monk Girolamo Savonarola, with ﬁery
speeches, urged the people of Florence to do penance
and repent of their worldly, luxurious and decadent
ways.

Sandro Botticelli
The artist Alessandro di Mariano Filipepi, better known
as Sandro Botticelli (1444/5-1510), was one of the most
talented artists of his time. His style was opulent and
sophisticated with expressive religious paintings and
mythological art that reﬂected high classical ideals. His
patrons were the Medici banking family of Florence who
are shown in the Mystical Nativity as the three Kings
seen on the left side of the Holy Family. Abandoning
the previous elegance of his earlier works, Botticelli
adopted a more naive style in his nativity. Rather than a
natural creation he approached his work as a symbolic
and spiritual creation, recounting the birth of Jesus
according to St Luke and St Matthew as a simple truth.

Savonarola
It is he who is responsible for the "bonﬁre of the
vanities" set up on 7th February 1497, in the Piazza in
front of the seat of government, where the citizens were
encouraged to burn their valuable furniture, garments,
books, paintings and other luxury items. Many artists
threw their drawings and paintings on the ﬂames but
there is no concrete evidence that Botticelli destroyed
any of his works in spite of his symbolic painting of the
nativity, which reveals all the inﬂuences of Savonarola's
preaching. A former companion of his suggested that
14

It also combines in its inscription at the top of the
painting, written in Greek, the story of the Second
Coming. This inscription also gives us a clue to
Botticelli's illustration and his own spiritual life, possibly
inﬂuenced by the powerful rhetoric of Savonarola.

The central and, of course, most important part of this
painting is the Holy Family. Botticelli adopted a
medieval method presenting them larger than life to
emphasis their importance. Mary adores the Infant
Jesus while Joseph sleeps maybe unable to grasp the
wonder of it all. The symbolism continues with the
swaddling clothes, a reminder of the shroud Jesus was
wrapped in after the cruciﬁxion; the cave, a reminder of
his burial place; and the saddle Jesus is leaning on and
the donkey with its prominent cross, a reminder of Palm
Sunday. There is also symbolism in colour, with the
angels in white, green and red representing the cardinal
virtues of Faith, Hope and Charity, and numbers in the
Bible of three, seven and twelve.

The main inscription on the top of the painting is a
reﬂection on the 11th Chapter of St John's Apocalypse
or Revelation when the devil is released on the earth
and again in Chapter 12 when the devil is bound and
buried. At the bottom of the picture we can see seven
devils scuttling away to disappear underground. The
whole picture is one of celebration, twelve angels
dancing in a heavenly circle, with golden crowns,
symbols of prayer, hanging from branches of olives, a
symbol of peace, and scrolls which celebrate Mary:
"Mother of God", "Bride of God", and "Sole Queen of the
world". Above them the heavens open to reveal the
glory of God.

But if we look again at the inscription at the top of the
picture we recall St John's Chapter twelve of the
apocalypse which sees the devil ﬂeeing and the woman
giving birth to a child. This woman is exegetically
identiﬁed as Mary who represents the Church and
Botticelli pointedly puts her central to the picture with
the redeeming infant and a new dawn shown by the
light seen through the trees behind. Botticelli saw the
second coming as fairly imminent even as soon as 1503
according to his calculations. But overall this Nativity
scene is one of peace and redemption well worth further
examination. It can be viewed in the National Gallery,
London.

At the front of the picture are angels and humans
embracing with olive branches and scrolls in Latin
forming the angels Christmas message: "Peace on
earth to men of good will". The humans appear elevated
as if resurrected while the devils look tormented and
mocked. Botticelli was very impressed by Dante
Alighieri's epic poem, the Divine Comedy, and twice
illustrated it. So this section forms two realms, that of
heaven and hell with a pathway leading to Christ,
perhaps the "Way" Jesus spoke of, which we are
encouraged to follow.

Teresa Pollard
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JUSTICE & PEACE
IN ST JOHN FISHER PARISH
www.sjf -justiceandpeace.org.uk

JUSTICE & PEACE

ETHICAL
SUGGESTIONS

STAMP
COLLECTION

January:

Don’t Drink
Bottled Water,
Reduce Plastic

A reminder that there is a box at the
back of the church for your used
postage stamps.
These stamps are passed to the
Jesuit Missions Stamp Group who
meet monthly to sort the stamps.
They are then sold to a dealer and
the proceeds used to fund Jesuit
Missions projects. This raises a
considerable sum for the Missions.

February:

Buy Fairtrade Coffee,
Tea and Sugar

Thank you for your donations!

December:

Avoid Meat and/or
Dairy Products at least
Once a Week

Food Collections

Feeding Families in Need

First weekend each month (after all Masses)
The following charities are very grateful for your generous donations:
More people than ever are now being fed by charities

1st/2nd January

5th/6th February

5th/6th March

Faith in Action

Wimbledon Foodbank

Christian Care

They would appreciate:
• Packed lunch items:
• Cereal bars & protein bars
• Multi-packs of crisps
• Multi-packs of small juice cartons
• Sugar
• Small ring-pull tins of sardines or
mackerel fillets
• Tins of corned beef
• Tins of sweetcorn
• Jars of peanut butter

They need:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sugar
Shampoo
Jam
Biscuits
UHT Milk
Deodorant
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They would appreciate:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cereals
Biscuits
Cooking Oil
Tins of Fish/Meat
Tins of Fruit
Toiletries

FAIRTRADE
FORTNIGHT
2022

St John Fisher Justice & Peace Group
invite you to a

PEACE SERVICE

For two weeks each year at the end of February
and start of March, thousands of individuals,
companies and groups across the UK come
together to share the stories of the people who
grow our food and drinks, mine our gold and who
grow the cotton in our clothes, people who are
often exploited and underpaid.

Fairtrade Fortnight will be back
Monday 21 February - Sunday 6 March.
In Fairtrade Fortnight 2021, we highlighted the
growing challenges that climate change brings to
farmers and workers in the communities Fairtrade
works with. The facts are straightforward.
Farmers and workers in countries such as Kenya,
Ethiopia and Honduras, who have done the least
to contribute to
climate
change,
are
disproportionately affected by it.

A Culture of Care
as a Path to Peace
Sunday 2nd January 2022
at 4.00 pm

You can also buy Fairtrade products
and gifts from Traidcraft
www.traidcraftshop.co.uk

St John Fisher Church
207 Cannon Hill Lane, SW20 9DB

The service can also be joined at:
www.Churchservices.tv/Merton

FAITH IN ACTION
Faith in Action Merton Homelessness Project (FiA) grew
from collaboration between local faith groups. It
welcomes the aid of volunteers and supporters of any
and no faith.

Despite the removal of government statutory restrictions
in July, the project is still keeping to its present hours for
the time being. This is so it can help as many people as
possible while still maintaining social distancing, the
wearing of masks and all the other measures that are
currently in place. The project will also continue to offer
lateral flow tests for staff, volunteers and service users.

Working within government Covid guidance, the project
is now open on Wednesdays and Fridays from 10.30am
to 2.30pm. A 2-course hot lunch is available. Tea,
coffee, soup, biscuits and toast are also provided.

FiA is based at the Salvation Army Hall, 109 Kingston
Road, London SW19 1LT.

The increased opening hours help the project to spread
individual appointments over a longer time, while being
able to offer more of its services to rough sleepers,
including showers, laundry, clothes and non-perishable
food to take away.

If you are homeless and would like to make an
appointment to see one of our team members,
please contact us at 07843 280419 or email us at
team@mertonfaithinaction.org or pop into the DropIn during the above opening hours.

The project provides advice and information on benefits,
housing and employment issues. It also provides
access to the internet through the use of laptops.

For more details and how to donate
financially, or donate food or clothing
please see www.mertonfaithinaction.org
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CHRISTIAN CARE ASSOCIATION
Annual General Meeting
What happens when a homeless person or family,
without a stick of furniture, is offered a house by Merton
Council? They will have to leave any temporary
furnished accommodation and move into an empty
shell. If they are lucky, the Council will refer them to
Christian Care for support. Or they may already be
known to Christian Care.

recent AGM of the importance of caring in our
community, sharing his experiences of working with the
vulnerable, both in South Africa and in Merton. He
stressed the importance of simply “being” there for the
vulnerable and highlighted the caring, befriending work.
He urged us to “put out the word” of the important work
being done.

The Christian Care Furniture Project Coordinator will
contact the family to find out their most urgent needs.
They will then to look to their small furniture store for
beds, chairs and other essentials. If necessary they will
purchase items such as electrical essentials. The
Baby, Children and Household coordinator will source
basic bedding items; for reasons of hygiene and safety,
these are now shop bought or ordered online. The
Family Support coordinator may be asked to bring
some essential foods.

Jane Savill, Chair of the Trustees quoted Pope Francis
recent book “Let Us Dream”, in which he urges us “To
come out of this crisis better, we have to see clearly,
choose well and act right. Let’s talk about how. Let us
dare to dream.” We are called to “embrace the cross,
giving us the courage to stop lamenting and move out
and serve others and so enable change, which will
come only from compassion and service.”
St John Fisher is well represented in Christian Care
with a trustee, an office administrator, several furniture
project workers and many others who offer support,
financial, physical and in prayer. Very many thanks to
all who support the Food Collections, especially our
most recent Christmas hamper appeal.

At the recent AGM, Gillian Thick, Care Coordinator,
explained that some families may need support for just
a few days while they start their new lives; others with
more complex needs such as physical and mental
health problems, immigration issues to name but a few,
will need support and befriending for much longer.

You can read more about Christian Care at
christiancaremerton.org.uk or to offer help contact them
at christiancaremerton@gmail.com or by phoning the
mobile 07932 628840.

Christian Care has been actively supported for decades
by Mitcham and Morden MP, Siobhain McDonagh.
This year they are also grateful to the Mayor, Councillor
Michael Brunt, who has made Christian Care one of his
two Mayoral charities. Councillor Brunt spoke at the

Julie Sheahan
Justice & Peace Group

MISSIO RED BOXES

& THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH’S MISSION
Many parishioners have Missio red boxes in their home into which they put donations, often from loose change in
their purses and pockets. Deacon Tom is currently Diocesan Director for Missio. In the March 2020 edition of
Talkabout, he wrote an article explaining the operation and work of Missio in England and Wales. This article
explains how Missio works with the universal church in promoting the Church’s mission and activities.
Missio in England and Wales is part of the global
network of Pontifical Mission Societies. The PMS has
its origins 200 years ago in 1822 when a
Frenchwoman, Pauline Marie Jaricot, founded the
Society of the Propagation of the Faith, which remains
one of the four branches of the PMS worldwide. Since
then the PMS has grown such that it now has a
presence in every country in which there are Catholics.
And next year, to celebrate the bicentenary of the
success of Pauline Jaricot’s initiative, she will be
beatified in Lyons in France.

A hundred years ago, in 1922, Pope Pius XI gave the
PMS the title of ‘Pontifical’. Thus they are now the
Pope’s official charity for world wide mission
Within that structure, Missio’s aim is to demonstrate
God’s love by helping local missionaries to work
alongside global communities that are poor or in need,
regardless of their background or belief. Sometimes this
need might be very specific: a motorbike for a Priest to
celebrate Mass in remote villages; a simple community
hall so people can gather together; vaccinations to
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protect vulnerable children. Whatever missionaries
need to help them share the joy of the Gospel, Missio
strives to provide it.

In 2020, the PMS distributed around $130 million
euros (about £95 million) to dioceses and local
churches in need throughout the world. The money
supported Catholic communities in countries where
there is poverty, persecution, and political turmoil.
Internationally, $17.5 million (£13 million) was
distributed specifically to fund 2,870 projects for the
education and protection of children. The global
network also funded the formation of 24,500 major
seminarians, 8,094 novices and the construction of
751 new churches on five continents.

Monies raised in England and Wales through initiatives
such as the Red Boxes and the collections on World
Mission Sunday (which was marked a few weeks ago)
are joined with those collected throughout the rest of the
world to form what is known as the Universal Solidarity
Fund. These monies are then distributed to support
churches in countries where the Church is new, young
or very poor.

In that year Missio in England and Wales raised £4
million, with £1.2 million through the Red Boxes,
£860,000 through legacies, £490,000 from other
donations/grants (including for the Pope’s emergency
Covid-19 fund), £420,000 from World Mission Sunday,
£390,000 for training future priests and sisters and
£370,000 from Gift Aid receipts.

The diagram (below) shows how this is done. In brief:

•
•

•

•

The total amounts raised for the Universal
Solidarity Fund are calculated each year.
The General Assembly (of which the National
Director for England and Wales, Fr Tony
Chantry, is a member) meets annually in Rome.

Missio spent £4.2 million in support of missionary
dioceses in 2020 reflecting the higher income in 2019
pre-Covid. This included:

The General Assembly considers bids from
individual dioceses in countries who are in need
of support and decides which are priority needs.
Dioceses making the bids are expected to
contribute part of the costs themselves.

•

•

It then allocates individual projects to individual
donating countries, who then send the money
directly through papal nunciatures to the
recipient dioceses. In this way the money flows
directly from the donating to the recipient
countries without the need for it to be channelled
through Rome and the receiving countries are
aware of exactly which countries have given
them the money.

•

•

£2.3 million distributed to build churches, train
Church leaders and support communities of
faith.
£480,000 distributed to train Priests and
Religious Brothers and Sisters in mission
dioceses.
£145,000 distributed to support the spiritual and
physical wellbeing of children in mission
dioceses.
£400,000 distributed for the formation of
students studying to become Mill Hill
Missionaries.

The reach of Missio and the PMS is worldwide and the
amounts provided by our parishioners in the Red
Boxes and donated in other ways join with monies
from all around the world to make a real difference to
the lives and worship of the people in poorer countries.
More detail on the projects supported by Missio can be
found on its website at www.missio.org.uk.
Deacon Tom Kavanagh
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JUSTICE, PEACE & INTEGRITY OF CREATION
www.jpicsouthwark.co.uk

COP26: WHAT NEXT?
JPIC Assembly: Saturday 20th November 2021
What next for the Amazon?

To tackle climate change, we must listen to those who
are most affected. In other words, those who had the
least to do with causing the climate crisis, but who will
be the hardest hit.

The most moving presentation of the JPIC Assembly
came from Claudelice Silva dos Santos, a Human
Rights Defender from Brazil. Claudelice comes from
Pará, the second largest state in Brazil, the area of
most deforestation and the most violent.

What happened at COP26 - 4 views
The day began with presentations
organisations who had attended COP26:

from

four

Claudelice’s brother, Zé Claudio, and her sister-in-law
Maria, received many threats and finally were murdered
for campaigning against the destruction of the forest
where they lived. The threats made to them were well
known, as were efforts to sabotage their family
business.

• CAFOD www.cafod.org.uk
• Jesuit Missions www.jesuitmissions.org.uk
• Christian Climate Action
www.christianclimateaction.org
• Fairtrade www.fairtrade.org.uk

This was one of many massacres of those who defend
the forest in Pará. Claudelice believes that “The
martyrs can’t have died for nothing”. Despite threats to
her life she campaigns against the greed and “lust for
land” of the capitalists who seek profit to the detriment
of the humble. The State does not protect the people or
guarantee the safety of the workers. The lives of Forest
Defenders are threatened, they are expelled from their
home, even in “Protected Areas” but no action is taken
by the State.

All agreed that while the engagement of the young,
demonstrated in various walks/pilgrimages to Glasgow
was encouraging, the results were disappointing. The
Camino to COP, ending with a mass rally of 100,000
people in Glasgow and the Coat of Hope worn by many
delegates, supporters and friends showed the depth of
feeling. However the conclusion was that the voices of
the poor were heard, but big nations were not listening.
This is best summed up in the comment of Fairtrade’s
Head of Delegation for COP26 and Kenyan flower
farmer, Mary Kinyua: “This COP’s outcome is in many
ways a cop out, a frustrating conclusion to this summit
filled with hope that we would see a start to the healing
of our world. It is hard to understand why the prospect
of a 2.4 degree temperature rise has not driven world
governments to deliver on the promises made in Paris.”

The Forest Defenders are supported by the Land
Pastoral Commission (CPT), an organ of the Brazilian
Catholic Church that deals with the problems of the
poor in rural areas, with the mission of recording
violence and attacks on human rights in the
countryside. However, the CPT is controversial. It has
regularly clashed with the government and large
landowners, and has also come under fire from
conservative bishops, who believe that the CPT is
excessively involved in politics.

All four organisations urged us all to sign up to their
updates.
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Claudelice attended COP 26 with members of Cafod.
However she and other delegates were not allowed in
to key discussions. The Brazilian delegation did not
represent those on the ground, but rather the ranchers
and governors.

hear her story and offer support. Asked what we can
do to support, she suggested we lobby the UK
government to check the origins of products coming
from the Amazon. The origins of meat and wood
coming from Brazil can be traced and the UK should
enforce the law. She encouraged us all to be more
aware of where our food comes from.

She was not optimistic about promises made by Brazil
to reduce deforestation. Figures issued just three
days after the end of COP showed that, despite
previous promises, the rate of deforestation increased
again in 2020 as did the level of violence in her state.

It was truly shocking to learn the extent to which the
destruction of the Brazilian forests not only takes
people’s livelihoods, but also their lives.

Speaking through her interpreter, Claudelice
repeatedly expressed her gratitude to those willing to

Julie Sheahan
Justice & Peace Group

DWM in 2022 at Sacred Heart, Wimbledon on Saturday 1st January
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www.adaywithmary.org

CARE MINISTRY IN SOUTH AFRICA
2021 UPDATE
Dear parishioners of St John Fisher Merton,

compounded by the numerous deaths of family and
friends that the staff have also been expected to cope
with.

Over the past twenty years many of you have
remembered Care Ministry in your prayers and ask my
parents (Catharine and Michael Dooley) about our
progress. I thought you might like an update on our
work over the past eighteen months.

Having been devastated by the second wave of
infections in the country the Care Ministry was very
grateful for the opportunity to vaccinate all our staff
early in 2021. The protection that this has afforded our
team of healthcare workers has empowered the staff to
continue even given the overwhelming loss experienced
throughout 2020.

It is hard to believe that we are approaching the end of
2021 and have been living with the reality of the Covid
19 pandemic for nearly 2 years. It is difficult to put into
words the challenges that the Covid 19 pandemic has
presented us with in the provision of community health
care here in South Africa. The Care Ministry has a 25
year history of support services to those most in need
within under-resourced communities. We have
confronted the difficulties of the HIV pandemic in the
90s before ARVs were widely available and young
adults were dying at home in devastating numbers. We
continue to journey through the TB pandemic and the
fears associated most particularly with Drug Resistant
TB (DRTB). However, nothing could have prepared us
for the unique challenges of the Covid 19 pandemic.

The most notable challenge that has made this health
crisis exceptionally difficult has been the massive
impact that the pandemic has had directly on the staff
working at the Care Ministry. The caregivers are
themselves a largely vulnerable demographic with
many living with HIV or comorbidities including diabetes
and hyper tension. The courage that has been required
by these amazing teams of caregivers has been truly
humbling. Motivated by their desire to continue helping
the clients in our care they stepped out into fear every
single day.

COVID 19 Vaccination Outreach
The Care Ministry is proud to have been able to support
the government roll out of Covid 19 vaccinations in the
country since its launch. Due to the nature of our work
we have positioned ourselves predominantly to assist
with the vaccination roll out to vulnerable and
marginalised groups within the city and have therefore
focussed our outreach to the housebound, homeless
and migrant communities. Whilst challenging, this has
been incredibly rewarding.

Lockdowns enforced by the government have had an
additional effect of increasing levels of crime and so,
over and above the risks to their own health, the
caregivers were faced with increased incidents of
harassment, violence, robberies and hijackings. Our
teams continued through these immensely stressful
times.

The focus of this project is as follows:
• Education and Awareness
The Care Ministry is actively engaging with the
church communities in order to encourage uptake
of vaccination and assistance with electronic
registration. This includes the display of posters
as well as messaging through the church
leadership structures. We have been proud to
assist the Diocese with the production of
vaccination support message from the clergy
which can be viewed on the Catholic Diocese of
Port Elizabeth Facebook page.

Most devastating to us has been the loss of life within
our team of staff and volunteers. Since the start of the
pandemic the Care Ministry has lost a total of 12
personnel across all projects (6 of these had a
confirmed Covid diagnosis). These numbers are
unprecedented for our organisation. The shock and
grief that has ripped through our teams has been, and
continues to be, a source of tremendous pain. The grief
incurred through the loss of our colleagues has been

• Support for the Housebound
Through the network of Catholic churches the
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Care Ministry has been able to identify elderly
housebound clients living in private homes in
order to assist with the registration and
vaccination of these clients. This has been well
received and our nurses have worked tirelessly to
ensure housebound clients can access the
vaccine.

• Tracing of child patients for the local health care
facility who have not attended appointments for
services such as immunisations, TB/ ARV
medications
• Treatment support for children on ARV/TB or
chronic medications
• Ongoing care and support to identified
vulnerable children in order to assist the child
and their guardian with a range of issues such
as bereavement support, social, educational and
health care support

• Support for the Homeless
Through the soup kitchens, SVP and food
support networks of the Catholic churches the
Care Ministry has been able to provide education,
assistance with vital documents, electronic
registration and ultimately vaccination to
members of the homeless community. This has
included partnering with NPOs in the city who
service injection drug users in order to ensure
equitable access to the vaccine. We are proud to
report that this project has grown into a broader
outreach whereby we are able to offer basic
healthcare services such as TB and HIV testing
as well as to pamper the clients with a hair wash
and cup of coffee at the monthly outreaches.

• Support to women throughout pregnancy to
ensure adherence to health care and uptake of
childhood immunisations after birth
• Facilitation of weekly activity clubs for children to
nurture peer support and emotional resilience
• Facilitation of weekly homework clubs
Due to school closures throughout 2020 many of the
activities on this project had been curtailed and so we
are happy to report the gradual return to group
gatherings and peer support.

• Support for Migrant Communities
Utilising established communities in the Catholic
churches the Care Ministry has been able to hold
dialogues with migrant communities to discuss
any fears or hesitation regarding the vaccination
process, assist with electronic registration and
vaccination of migrant communities
Additionally the Care Ministry has been providing
support to the clergy and religious communities in order
to ensure smooth registration and administration of the
vaccination and to assist with fears and concerns.

Drug Resistant TB Support
(with a Focus on Paediatric Care)
The Care Ministry has a team of 10 caregivers and 3
nurses who provide Community Based TB Screening
and Testing Services within Port Elizabeth and
Uitenhage.
The main activities of this project are as follows:
• Screen and test all contacts of DRTB Index
patients across the metro
• Facilitate the referral and transportation of
children under 5 years to Jose Pearson TB
hospital for specialist investigation
• Follow up and initiate any TB positive children
onto treatment

Psycho-Social Support
for Orphaned & Vulnerable Children

• Care Ministry nurses assist with the running of
the paediatric TB clinic at Jose Pearson hospital
twice weekly

The Care Ministry continues to provide a package of
care to vulnerable children aged 0 to 18 years through a
team of twelve caregivers and one nurse. Services
include:

Our Social Worker conducts baseline assessments and
follow up social support interventions to all children
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affected by DRTB and their families identified through
the project activities

support of the La Retraite community. Teams come
together for prayer, group debriefing, relaxation and
breathing workshops as well as to simply enjoy and
celebrate each other in our work.

Spiritual Retreats
& Stress Relief Activities

Please remember in your prayers our team members
who have died over the past year .

Throughout 2021, the Care Ministry has shifted towards
ensuring fortnightly stress relief activities for our teams
which has only been possible due to the generous

In Loving Memory of Our Deceased Volunteers
Vuyiseka Skosana

Caregiver (New Brighton)

4 March.2020

Jill Wilson

Mater Dei Care Minister

6 May 2020

Carlonita Jansen

Caregiver (Helenvale)

3 June 2020

Brian Duigan

Hon. Treasurer & St Bernadette’s Care Minister

7 August 2020

Mona Arries

Caregiver (Chatty)

31 October 2020

Ntombekhaya Funde

Caregiver (Masakhane)

2 November.2020

Elize Pullen

Caregiver (Tiryville)

2 November 2020

Antoinette Swigelaar

Caregiver (Gelvandale)

19 November 2020

Katie George

Caregiver (Helenvale)

27 November 2020

Ntombi Mtyobeni

Caregiver (Kwanobuhle)

7 December 2020

Joyce Peter

Nursing Supervisor

10 December 2020

Maureen Scott

Caregiver (New Brighton)

10 January 2021

Your continued prayers and support is much appreciated by all of us working within Care Ministry
With my love and prayers
Siobhán Dooley
Care Ministry Director

DEFIBRILLATOR
The Parish was approached this autumn by a
parishioner (who wishes to remain anonymous) asking
if Father Matthias would agree to a donation of a ZOLL
AED Plus defibrillator unit and metal cabinet (worth
approx. £2k). Father was very happy to accept this kind
donation and another parishioner very kindly agreed to
install the cabinet and run the necessary electrical
connection for the unit with no cost to the parish.

directed to our device and given the code to open the
cabinet. Signs displaying the code will be in the Church,
presbytery and the hall, but again once 999 is called for
a cardiac event, the code will be provided.
Sadly, there is a concern about vandalism to the unit
but the generous donor is generously covering the cost
of an additional CCTV camera (an extension to the
existing three camera system we have in our narthex) to
cover the defib cabinet.

The defibrillator machine is automated so does not
require any special
training, but the
parish is planning to
run
a
training
session soon for
anyone
who
is
interested.
The
device is registered
with the ambulance
service so anyone
in the vicinity who
calls 999 will be

It is fantastic knowing that we now have a device that
could save someone's life, and I am sure the local
community will also feel reassured that anyone is able
to access this life saving device. An AED is something
that has been on the parish 'to do list' for a few years
but because of covid and the cost, it was something that
we anticipated having to fundraise for. St John Fisher
has wonderful parishioners and we are so very grateful.

Melissa Russell
Parish Secretary

24

ST PHOEBE
DEACON
Meeting Phoebe

and Philip, Phoebe's ministry may have extended
beyond charitable works to include preaching and
evangelisation. Also accepting a commission to journey
to Rome with Paul's letter denotes a strong, resilient
and courageous character. The
journey alone was treacherous by
sea and Rome was a place of
persecution under Claudius and the
emperors who followed him. Paul
also acknowledges other women who
worked with him, at the end of his
letter, thanking them for their support
and risking their own lives to save
him.

The only introduction we have of St. Phoebe is through
St. Paul's letter to the Romans and that, at the end of a
long dictation:
"I commend to you our sister Phoebe,
a deaconess of the church at
Cenchreae. Give her, in union with
the Lord, a welcome worthy of saints,
and help her with anything she needs:
she has looked after a great many
people, myself included" (Rom 1:
16:1-2).
However we know a lot about Phoebe
from the titles Paul used to introduce
her to the Romans and to us: a sister,
a deacon, a patron. This is the only
place in the New Testament where a
woman is specifically referred to with
the last two distinctions.

Paul's second main title for Phoebe
was benefactor. The Greek word in
Paul's letter was prostatis and it is
suggested that the first meaning of
the word is "a woman set over
others". The male (prostates), and
the feminine (prostatis), usually translates as leader,
meaning "one who preaches, teaches, and presided at
the Lord's table". Obviously Phoebe, the business
woman, was more than merely a benefactor. She was a
leader of the church in Cenchreae. Like the business
woman Lydia, Phoebe used the
wealth and influence that her
business gave her to promote the
growth of the Christian Church.
Unlike most women of her time, who
were sequestered, a woman of
substance could come and go in
public without being censured. It was
Jesus who gave the example,
contrary to the custom of the time,
that speaking freely and openly to
women in public, was acceptable,
(John 8:10-11) and He taught them
theology (Luke 10:39). He entrusted
them above all with the message of
the resurrection when the men ran
away and hid for fear of the Jews.

The letter to the Romans was written in Corinth
sometime between 56-58ad perhaps seeking support
for an anticipated journey to Spain, but first Paul refers
to his need to go to Jerusalem to donate money from
the Christian Gentiles in Macedonia
and Achaia because of famine in the
Jerusalem church and also to
authenticate his mission to the
Gentiles and bring about the
important
acceptance
of
unity
between Jews and Gentiles (Rom
15:24-29).

Phoebe's Titles
Paul refers to Phoebe as diakonos, to
denote her as deacon. This was a
term he used for only five people in
his
letters:
himself,
Tychicus,
Epaphras, Timothy and Phoebe. In
his letters Paul sometimes refers to a
Christian designated to serve as
specifically appointed, as "assistant"
to the overseers of a church, and at
other times refers to them as
"servants" in a general sense. But whatever Paul and
the other three men were doing as deacons, we may
assume that Phoebe was also doing the same in the
churches. In the early church it would be fair to say that
offices were not clearly defined or consistent. However,
with the term "deacon" it suggests that, like Stephen

Both women and men were leaders
in the early churches and it was a
practice that radically departed from pagan
philosophical notions accepted at the time. So wider
cultures began to push against women's leadership.
We owe this to Aristotle who had taught that a woman
was a "failed man" with a "flawed anatomy" and she
should not lead!
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Rome during the persecution of Christians by
Claudius, mentioning them in his farewell. Paul
reminds us that the early church gathered in homes to
celebrate the Eucharist and God's Word which were
often headed by women. Today Cenchreae is of little
importance with a small population.
Phoebe's story is enlightening, encouraging and an
example to us all in our efforts at evangelisation.
Unfortunately, her feast on 3rd September,
acknowledged for centuries, has been side-lined in
favour of Pope St. Gregory the Great who himself was
also a deacon, and who demoted St. Mary Magdalen
to the status of prostitute, she who is the Apostle to
the Apostles. How hard it is to elevate women's
achievements when our leadership is completely and
utterly male. There have been many well known
women deacons both in the Eastern and Western
Church from earliest centuries of Christianity
remaining active until the twelfth century. Some
members of the Council of Trent wanted to revive the
diaconate but failed. The second Vatican Council also
considered the diaconate but when Pope Paul VI
asked about women deacons, it is believed that the
positive answer was suppressed and the Vatican
document remains unpublished. Pope Francis has a
very difficult job ahead as he tries to bring about
change in the Church today. We pray for his intentions
and that the Holy Spirit will move among us as it did
after the second Vatican Council.

The later Church Fathers of the church imbibed
Aristotle's idea and began closing the door to women
leadership.

Corinth
Corinth is located on a narrow neck of land joined to the
mainland of Greece. It had two ports, one on the East
of the peninsula and one on the West. The Eastern one
being Cenchreae where Phoebe worked and practiced
her Christian ministry. This was a Roman city with a
bustling commercial enterprise. It had a very diverse
ethnic population which also included a plethora of
temples and diverse gods and goddesses with a good
sprinkling of Egyptian deities. Paul settled in Corinth for
eighteen months and there met Phoebe. He also met
other holy women who had escaped to Corinth from

Teresa Pollard

RED WEDNESDAY
2021
Wednesday 28th November was 'Red
Wednesday', a day to show solidarity with our
Christian brothers and sisters suffering
persecution throughout the world. Red is the
Christian Colour of Martyrdom. Christians are
the most persecuted faith group in today’s
world and #RedWednesday honours all
Christians who suffer and die for their
faithfulness to Christ’s message of peace and
love. The campaign calls for respect and
tolerance for people of faith and between
different faith traditions.
People all across the UK and the world took
part in this year’s #RedWednesday – with
cathedrals, churches, schools, colleges and
universities being floodlit red to make a stand
for Faith and Freedom.

Mosaic of St Phoebe in Guy’s Hospital Chapel
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JOSETTE MEETS …

JEANNE NGASSA
It would seem Jeanne and I were meant to meet far
from our respective countries of origin...
Long before I was born, my father (then a dashing
bachelor) spent several months on a humanitarian
mission in the French region of Cameroon where he
soon became familiar with Cameroonian culture and
cuisine. Born in a very remote hamlet in the heart of
France, freezing cold in winter and isolated by snow
for six months at a time, the feeling of strangeness
could not have been more pronounced for him, and for
all those who looked through his enormous photoalbums, including eventually my brother and myself. It
all looked very exotic and, on his return, Dad became
something of a local "hero". He carefully kept all the
handmade items he had brought back as souvenirs.
We could not believe our Dad could be this suntanned
young man wearing shorts (unheard of at home, at the
time) and a colonial helmet... standing next to huts
made of earth and grass, surrounded by smiling
children and a few ladies wearing pagnes and
sarongs. Of course, the black and white photos did not
do credit to their garments but it was obvious they
were colourful and heavily patterned... as Jeanne has
been demonstrating ever since she joined us. I love
her outfits so full of colour, so stylish!

seven of my siblings are deceased. There is now only
David and myself left.

I received my First Holy Communion on the 15th
August 1966 and was Confirmed on the 1st March
1970.
I am divorced and have twin daughters: LucieFlore who lives in England and Anne-Téclaire settled
in Canada. I am also grandmother to Joelle Marilyn,
Mike-James and Faith Raphaella.

Later on, when I was working for a civil engineering
firm, we were involved in the construction of a main
road between Douala and Yaoundé. All documents
had to be produced in English and in French and
some of us went on site (sadly I did not) and
Cameroonian engineers occasionally visited our
offices.

I have belonged to the Legion of Mary since 1998 with
Immaculate Mary as Praesidium
- Curia: Our Lady of Peace
- Senatus: Mary Mediatrix of all Graces
- Parish: St Louis of Bonabéri/Douala
I was President of the Curia from February 2007 to
February 2010.

I felt even closer to the country. And then... Jeanne
appeared and soon became a well-established,
although quiet and self-effacing, member of our
parish. We enjoy talking - always in French - as she
displays her faith openly and shares her experience of
God. It therefore gives me great pleasure to give her
the microphone as it were.

I was an active member of the CEV (Communauté
Ecclésiale Vivante - Church Community Alive) called
by Jean-Paul II. Christian members meet within the
CEV to get to know each other, hear the Word of God,
exchange news about the parish and each other's
families.

"My name is Jeanne Ngassa. I was born on 17th
February 1954 in Manjo/Nkongsamba, a small town
not far from the economic capital of Cameroon,
Douala, and was baptised four days after my birth, on
21 February 1954. My parents, Augustin and
Anastasie had five sons and four daughters: Denise,
Lucie, Téclaire, Polycarpe, Janvier, Augustin,
François, myself and David. Both my parents and

I graduated in the 1st promotion of ECATHED (Ecole
Cathédrale de Théologie - Cathedral School of
Theology) for lay inhabitants of Douala, centre of
Bonabéri, named "Divine Mercy". Founded by the
deceased Cardinal Christian Wiysghan Tumi, it is now

27

run by Monsignor, Samuel
Archbishop of Douala.

Kleda,

metropolitan

My country is blessed with very fertile soil and
favourable weather, meaning a variety of fruits and
vegetables are grown. The staple foods vary by
region. In the South, root vegetables such as yams,
cassava and plantains are staple foods. In the North,
corn, millet and peanuts form the basis of the diet.
Throughout the country, the cuisine is characterised
by starchy foods that are paired with spicy sauces. In
terms of protein, meat on skewers and fried and roast
fish are all quite common. Fresh fruit is also plentiful
throughout the country, particularly mangos, bananas,
pineapples and papaya. Cameroonian cuisine is
diverse and flavourful, reflecting Portuguese, French,
British and African influences.

After three years formation, I became a catechist and
acted as such until I left Cameroon. The catechumens
receive instruction over a three year period: 1st, 2nd
and 3rd year of catechesis with a final exam. There is
also a class for young adults over a two year period. A
shorter formation period of less than a year is
available for adults and seniors.
I am also a lay Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist.
I belong to the group of Elders of the Saint Louis
parish of Bonabéri, having completed six month
training to be team steward during eucharistic
celebrations. The Group of Elders was named "Jesus,
Good Shepherd" on 13th April 2008.

I have been in England since October 2017 and live
with my daughter, Lucie-Flore, and her two teenage
children.

My country, Cameroon - so named by Portuguese
explorers for the Rio dos Camaroes (River of Prawns)
- is situated on the Atlantic Coast, where Western and
Central Africa meet. It shares borders with the Central
African Republic, Chad, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon
and Nigeria and is known as "Africa in miniature"
because of its numerous diverse facets. It has two
national languages: French and English and is
composed of ten regions: eight Francophone and two
Anglophone. "Africa in miniature" also covers the
diversity of its climate, its geological, geographical and
demographical characteristics and mining activities.
The volcanic Cameroon mountain range dominates
the country inhabited by some 25 million people (or
250 ethnic groups), of which about half are Christians.

I am very happy to be here in the Parish of St John
Fisher where, Priests, Deacons and Religious fulfill
their apostolate with fervour and piety, not forgetting
the parishioners who, filled with love, are eager to
welcome and listen. I humbly ask you to pray for my
country, Cameroon, where the two English regions
have been at war since 2016. No State should not
fight against its own people.
To all the Clergy and the congregation, I wish to
address my utmost gratitude and love, not forgetting
Sister Catherine whose devotion in serving God and
His church, never tiring even onto death, made a great
impression on me. Lord, grant Sister Catherine eternal
repose; may your light shine upon her and her soul
rest in peace! Amen.”

At Christmas time, each parishioner sets aside an
envelop to place at the Child Jesus' feet on 24th or
25th December or at any time during the Christmas
Octave. I have to stress this is not compulsory. Prayer
requests can also be added to the offering. Christmas
is traditionally celebrated with a meal shared between
family and extended family members. In the absence
of Christmas trees, decorations are hung on cypress
or palm trees. Generally speaking, children have not
heard of Christmas Father or Santa Claus and do not
expect any gifts, except, maybe, some item of
clothing.

My Father would have been 100 on the 4th of October
- which, I suppose, could be the age Jeanne's parents
might have been too. I like to imagine that my Dad and
her parents had met all those years ago and become
friends. Maybe they are on one of his photos. Who
knows? I certainly feel very close to Jeanne and am
grateful for her friendship and prayers. Her colourful
outfits, hair styles and sunny disposition always cheer
me up and I am glad and honoured to be able to call
her "my sister" if not by parentage certainly through
Jesus Christ.

The dish most appreciated for Christmas lunch is a
gâteau or "met de pistache" (pumpkin seed) prepared
with meat, smoked fish or hard-boiled eggs, served
alongside ignames (yam), plantain bananas, macobo,
bobolo or miondos, a kind of dumplings made of
cassava flour. I am proud to share a recipe for this
celebration dish (see overleaf) and another one of our
typical fish dishes (see "Friday Fare").

May God bless you, dear Jeanne, and may Our
Mother Mary keep you in the folds of her mantle.
With gratitude for your time and help with this
"interview", ma chère soeur. May you be very happy in
our St John Fisher family.
Josette Kisnorbo
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Traditional Cameroonian Christmas "Gateau"
or "Met de Pistache"
Jeanne’s festive recipe serves 8. The Pistache are pumpkin seeds. Traditionally prepared in banana leaves, it can be
made with cooked or smoked meats, with fresh or smoked fish, or (as in this recipe) with a mix of meat and fish.
•

650g of crushed pumpkin seeds

•

500g braising beef cooked and diced

•

•

900ml stock (using the water the beef has
cooked in and, if necessary, add more water and
flavour with a couple of beef stock cubes)
4 eggs

•

borders to gather the corners together to close
the parcels.
5.

Fill half the bowl with the mixture.
Make 8 parcels.

6.

Gather the four corners of film leaving space for
the mixture to rise and tie with the strings.

3 garlic cloves (chopped)

7.

•
•

50g dried shrimps (crushed)
Chilli powder (optional)

Put a steamer basket in a deep pan (or
pressure cooker if preferred). Add one cup of
water. Place parcels on steamer.

•

Salt and black pepper

8.

1.

Pour the stock over the ground pumpkin seeds.
Stir and cover. Leave 15 minutes

Cover pan and cook for 60-75 minutes (less in a
pressure cooker). Do not let pan boil dry. Add
water if necessary. Parcels are cooked when
they feel hard. Open to check.

9.

2.

Add salt, pepper, chill, garlic, shrimps and meat.
Mix well.

3.

Add the beaten eggs, one by one, mixing until
you obtain a smooth paste. Check seasoning.

4.

Twist some cling film to make 8 strings to secure
the parcels which you obtain by putting two
layers of cling film in a small bowl leaving enough

Slices of Met de
Pistache can be
served with
cassava sticks,
apples, ripe
plantains and
steamed yams.

NEWS FROM ST. JOHN FISHER
PRIMARY SCHOOL
Back to School

successful beginning to a new school year,
reconnect with friends and, of course,
welcome new families to our school
community.

The children made a positive and happy
return to school in September, and we were
delighted to welcome all our new Nursery
and Reception children to the school
community. We began our year with an
event that was not possible last year Education Sunday - an opportunity for
churches across the country to celebrate all
those involved in the world of education and
start the year as school and parish united.
The large number that attended the mass in
our parish church on Education Sunday,
demonstrated that the strength of our
community, despite all the challenges we
have faced, has never been stronger.

Diocesan Mass
Some of our Year 5 and 6 Chaplains
represented the school at the Diocesan
Mass held at St George’s Cathedral on
Friday 1st October. This Mass was in
celebration of the new school year and was
attended by all Catholic schools in the
Diocese. It was a truly wonderful event.

Assemblies
In October, we were delighted to welcome
back parents and carers to school for the
first of what we hope will be a full year of
class
assemblies
and
‘in
person’
celebrations of pupils’ learning and
achievements. St Aidan (Year 6) class
assembly was centred around the theme of

On Saturday 18th September, we also
opened the school doors to parents and
carers for our very first Mass on the school
premises in a long time! This informal event
was an opportunity to offer thanks for a
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Black History Month. There should
not be a need for a dedicated month
as black history is a vital part of our
history, all the time, but we use this
opportunity to focus on, explore and
celebrate the history of African and
Caribbean culture in our community.
We went back in history to find out
how racism began and looked to the
present and future to see the
amazing work that black people in
our British communities are doing to
make the world a better place. Whilst
many of us are lucky enough not to
have faced racism personally, we
understand that racism is very real,
and that it is everyone's duty to
challenge and put a stop to racial
discrimination. The themes of
equality and diversity do not sit solely
within ‘focus’ weeks or months
across the year, but are intrinsically
woven into all areas of the curriculum
and the daily life and interactions of
each school day. Pupils are actively
encouraged to explore, express and
celebrate their identity, their diversity
and tackle the very real and present
threats to equality that exist in our
lives and our society.

By making a small and simple
donation, we remember that the daily
essentials that we take for granted
are not necessarily enjoyed as freely
and easily by all in our local
community.
Wimbledon Foodbank sent a huge
thank you for the wonderful donations
which we delivered to them following
our Harvest Festival collection. Our
donation weighed a massive 420kg
which meant that they were able to
provide 540 meals to local people!
Thank you so much for your
donations - which make a huge
difference to the families they work
with and help them to continue
supporting families in crisis.

Mayoral Visit
We welcomed his Worshipful, the
Mayor of Merton, Councillor Michael
Brunt to our school in the week before
half term. He enjoyed a tour of the
school and met with many of our
pupils.

All Saints & Remembrance
Father Francis reminded us in a
beautiful Mass (led by St. Teresa
class) to celebrate the feast of All
Saints, that we turn out thoughts and
prayers to remembrance during the
month of November. In assembly
children were reminded that, whilst
Remembrance celebrations often look
to events in the past, there is also a
clear and real need to pray for peace
in the lives of all those living through
conflict at this time. November also
offers us the opportunity to show
remembrance in our daily lives
through acts of kindness and love - all
showing clearly how we remember
others and not just ourselves.

Month of the Holy Rosary
In the church calendar, October
marks the month of the Holy Rosary
with the Feast of Our Lady of the
Rosary falling on 7th October. During
the course of the month, our prayer
life reflected the prayers of the Holy
Rosary and the children learned
more about the Mysteries of the
Rosary. Many children have a rosary
at home which we encouraged them
to use in their prayers.
St. Scholastica class (Year 6) led a
beautiful and prayerful class Mass
centred on the Rosary, and our Year
6 Chaplains led children in their
Rosary
prayers
on
Thursday
mornings during October. They used
this time of reflection to ask God to
help them to be the best that they
can be.

Our school community gathered in
silence, reflection and prayer to mark
Remembrance day. At 11am on 11th
November the whole school came
together for a two minute silence to
pay our respects. Every child in the
school also placed a poppy (made out
of a recycled plastic bottle) in the
grass at the front of the school as an
act of remembrance.

Harvest Festival
During the month of October, we also
held our annual Harvest celebrations.
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Anti-bullying week

I was so impressed by the mature reflections of the
children, old and young, on the importance of this event
and their wider understanding that peace in our world
has never been more necessary as we emerge from a
pandemic that has united nations in so many ways.

The theme of this years ant-bullying week in November
was One Kind Word. Across the school, children were
encouraged to take on the challenge of sharing kind
words and actions with others in order to make a
positive impact on their lives. Year 6 children also
created posters with their own individual reflection about
bullying and how to stamp it out. St Ninian class led an
excellent assembly based on the theme of One Kind
Word and also reminded us of how to recognise and
how to tackle bullying behaviour. The addition of some
uplifting singing led to a magnificent and memorable
performance.

Volunteer Program
As school life returns to a more normal routine we are
keen to restart our volunteer program. There are many
ways in which volunteers can help, including reading,
playing maths games or manning the library; any help is
welcomed. We have also been very fortunate in the
past to have had volunteers who were willing to help
with general tasks such as mounting displays, filing
work or other day to day classroom administrative
tasks. Volunteers can be parents, carers or even
grandparents, and we would warmly welcome any
members of our school and parish community. Please
contact the school office for further information and how
to add your details to the volunteer list.

Virtual Tours
We are delighted to be able to offer in-person school
tours again - 2022 tour dates and our virtual school tour
can be viewed on our new website at:
www.st-johnfisher.merton.sch.uk/
parents-and-carers/tour-dates/

Boxes of Love
We launched our “Boxes of Love” campaign in
November. Once again thinking of the elderly in our
parish and local community, we asked everyone to
donate a decorated box filled with special things - that
will have a joyful impact on someone’s Christmas.

VOT Elections 2021

Christmas Preparations

On Friday 12th November the elections for the new
Voices of Tomorrow took place. In the 2 weeks leading
up to the election each hopeful candidate made a
speech to their class, explaining why they wanted to be
chosen and why they would make a good VOT. Then
on Election Day, each class from Year 2 to Year 6
visited the Polling Station in the small hall to cast their
votes. Clerks were chosen during each visit to tick off
people on the register, hand out ballot papers and
make sure things ran smoothly as each class came in.
It’s a really important day in the school calendar and
everyone was excited to take part, especially since it’s
the first election we have been able to hold since 2019!

Decorations have appeared in the hall, a super size tree
has taken pride of place in the main reception, the
boxes of love are piling high and our stunning Advent
wreath leave us in no doubt that our Christmas plans
are well and truly underway.
Our wonderful Christmas Fair returned on 27th
November, following a pandemic postponement, and
we all very much enjoyed it. Thank you to all those
involved on the day and in the lengthy preparations, and
especially to our fantastic PTFA who were excited to be
back ‘in person’ for this much loved Christmas and
school tradition. The organisational efforts have been
above and beyond even those of previous years due to
the adaptations and creative thinking that our Covid risk
assessment demanded.

Farewell
This term, we were sorry to bid a fond farewell to one of
our longest serving member of the teaching support
staff team, Mrs Sansum. Mrs Sansum has worked at
the school for 14 years, supporting a wide range of
pupils, ensuring that each of them are able to reach
their full potential. We will miss her greatly but wish her
well in her exciting journey ahead. We are also saying a
temporary farewell to another member of staff, Ms
Cardazonne who is leaving us to start her maternity
leave. We look forward to meeting her new arrival due on Christmas Eve!

As I write, there is certainly a growing sense of
preparation for the end of term and many of our
Christmas events here at school. The younger children
are busy singing festive songs in preparation for their
forthcoming Nativity performances, and the older
children are also getting ready to celebrate our annual
Carol Service.
We wish you all a very Merry Christmas!
Ms Janine Kenna,
Headteacher
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NUALA SCARISBRICK

(1939-2021)

A Personal Tribute

I joined the charity LIFE in the early 1980s, and started
attending their national conferences, which took place
every 18 months.
My lasting memory of Nuala
Scarisbrick, is of her smiling presence at the entrance
of each conference venue, where she welcomed
everybody in person. She was always calm and
collected, and she put us all at ease.

in St. Peter’s church in Leamington, was very well
attended, with several priests on the Sanctuary. The
choir sang a plainsong Mass - the first time I’d heard a
live choir in church since the first lockdown. There were
also several hymns, with the congregation joining in
enthusiastically. It struck me that so many lines of
those hymns really applied to Nuala and her dedication
to the pro-life cause. Here are a few of those lines.
Readers may recognise the hymns.

A LIFE conference was an occasion to keep up-to-date
with pro-life issues. The speakers were
always excellent, and Nuala herself
was an accomplished speaker, and an
excellent chair of discussions and
workshops. I learned a lot from simply
observing her and many others.

“and hour by hour fresh lips are
making
Thy wondrous doings heard on high.”
“Where there’s despair in life, let me
bring hope”

Volunteer speakers like myself began
to spread the good news of the charity
LIFE, by speaking in parishes and to
small groups. We would simply tell the
audience about the established work
of LIFE, much of which was initiated by
Nuala. First came the counselling
offered to women with problem
pregnancies. LIFE Care Centres were
opened, where counselling took place
face to face. Then LIFE Houses were
opened, to accommodate those
mothers with nowhere to live. Before
the acquisition of any houses, Nuala and Jack
welcomed young mums and babies into their own
home. Their attitude was: “It’s no good telling people
that abortion is wrong, if you don’t roll up your sleeves
and do something to help.” For several years, the LIFE
Group in Wimbledon ran a house for mums and babies.
Nuala then had the brainwave of organising a
telephone helpline.
Trained counsellors, including
Nuala herself, manned the helpline, and it became
more popular than personal visits to a Care Centre.

“It is....in giving of ourselves that we
receive”
“Give me love in my heart, keep me
serving.”
The first reading of the Mass is well
known: “The souls of the virtuous are
in the hands of God”. I have heard this
many times before, but on this
occasion, the line which struck me
most forcefully was: “When the time
comes for his visitation they will shine
out”. Yes, Nuala has been put to the test and proved
worthy to be with her God. Her light will continue to
shine out, and show the way of LIFE to all who follow in
her footsteps. May she rest in peace.
Christine Davis

About Life
Life is a UK charity that provides (1) support services
for anyone facing unplanned pregnancy or pregnancy
loss, and (2) education about human dignity. The
charity upholds the right to life from the womb to the
tomb.

Then came the education work. It was when I attended
speaker training weekends at Leamington Spa, that I
got to know Jack and Nuala better. On one occasion,
we were invited to their home and treated to an evening
meal. Nuala was also an accomplished cook! Their
hospitality knew no bounds. The last time I saw them
together was a few years ago, when they came to
London to cheer on the walkers at the start of the
famous 10 Bridges Walk.

“ When life gets too hard to
stand, kneel. “

When the news of Nuala’s death reached me, I made
up my mind to be present at her funeral, which took
place on 17th September this year. The Requiem Mass,

Gordon B Hinkley
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR

for

2021-22

Calendar of Feasts and Fasts:
The Nativity of Our Lord - Christmas Day

Sat.

25th December

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

Sun.

26th December

The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God

Sat.

1st Jan. 2022

The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ

Thur.

6th January

The Baptism of Our Lord

Sun.

9th January

The Presentation of Our Lord (Candlemas)

Wed.

2nd February

Ash Wednesday **

Wed.

2nd March

Saint Joseph

Sat.

19th March

The Annunciation of the Lord

Fri.

25th March

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

Sun.

10th April

Maundy Thursday

Thu.

14th April

Good Friday **

Fri.

15th April

Easter Sunday

Sun.

17th April

Saint George, Protector of England

Tue.

26th April

The Ascension of Our Lord

Thu.

26th May

The Feast of Pentecost, Whit Sunday

Sun.

5th June

Mary, Mother of the Church

Mon.

6th June

The Most Holy Trinity

Sun.

12th June

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ

Sun.

19th June

Saint John Fisher & Saint Thomas More

Wed.

22nd June

The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist

Thu.

23rd June

The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus

Fri.

24th June

Immaculate Heart of Blessed Virgin Mary

Sat.

25th June

Saint Peter and Saint Paul, apostles

Wed.

29th June

The Transfiguration of Our Lord

Sat.

6th August

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Sun.

14th August

All Saints

Tue.

1st November

Our Lord Jesus Christ. King of the Universe

Sun.

20th November

First Sunday of Advent (Sunday Cycle: B)

Sun.

27th November

The Nativity of Our Lord - Christmas Day

Sun.

25th December

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

Fri.

30th December

Bold entries above denote Holydays of Obligation (and every Sunday too).
** Days of Fasting and Abstinence.

THE POPE'S PRAYER INTENTIONS FOR 2022
The intentions are keys to live our faith in daily life, joining action to our prayers.
Each intention presenting a challenge that gives purpose to the month.

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

True Human Fraternity

Religious Sisters &
Consecrated Women

Christian Response to
Bioethical Challenges

We pray religious sisters and
consecrated women; thanking them for
their mission and their courage; may
they continue to find new responses to
the challenges of our times .

Let us pray Christians facing new
bioethical challenges; may they
continue to defend the dignity
of all human life with prayer and
action .

We pray for all those suffering from
religious discrimination and
persecution; may their own rights and
dignity be recognized, which originate
from being brothers and sisters in the
human family .
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CYCLE OF PRAYER

Prayer
Intentions

MIGRANTS
& REFUGEES

In the Cycle of Prayer, the liturgical year has been
divided into six periods. Please pray for the intentions
stated - not only on a particular day, not only at Mass,
but throughout the period, especially in your own
private prayers.

Advent / Christmas

We are asked to pray during the liturgical seasons of
Advent and Christmas for all migrants and refugees,
especially on Migrants Day (Friday 3rd December).
On 3rd December the Church commemorates St
Francis Xavier. This is the day chosen by the
Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants
and Itinerant People to mark the World Day of
Migrants and Refugees (WDMR) in September. Each
year there is a message from the Holy Father
reflecting on the 'signs of the times'. The theme of this
year’s 107th WDMR papal message was Towards an
ever wider “we”.

Migrants and Refugees
especially on Migrants Day
(Friday 3 December)

Expectant Mothers

especially on the 4th Sunday in Advent
(19 December)

Peace on Earth

Ordinary Time: Winter

“I invite all men and women in our world to make good
use of the gifts that the Lord has entrusted to us to
preserve and make his creation even more beautiful.
“A nobleman went to a distant country to get royal
power for himself and then return. He summoned ten
of his slaves, and gave them ten pounds, and said to
them, ‘Do business with these until I come back’”
(Lk 19:12-13). The Lord will also demand of us an
account of our work! In order to ensure the proper
care of our common home, we must become a “we”
that is ever wider and more co-responsible, in the
profound conviction that whatever good is done in our
world is done for present and future generations. Ours
must be a personal and collective commitment that
cares for all our brothers and sisters who continue to
suffer, even as we work towards a more sustainable,
balanced and inclusive development. A commitment
that makes no distinction between natives and
foreigners, between residents and guests, since it is a
matter of a treasure we hold in common, from whose
care and benefits no one should be excluded.“

especially on Peace Day
(Sunday 16th January)

Christian Unity

especially 18th-25th January

Victims of Trafficking &
Those Who Work to Combat it

especially on Tuesday 8th February

The Sick & Those who Care for Them
especially on World Day for the Sick
(Friday 11th February)

The Unemployed

especially on Day for the Unemployed
(Sunday 27th February)

Candidates for the Sacraments
especially on the Sundays of Lent

Women

Lent

Pope Francis

especially on Women’s World Day of Prayer
(Friday 4th March)

The Needy & Hungry of the World
especially on Lent Fast Day
(Friday 11th March)

Lord, no one is a stranger to you
and no one is ever far from your loving care.
In your kindness watch over refugees and exiles,
those separated from their loved ones,
young people who are lost,
and those who have left or run away from home.
Bring them back safely
to the place where they long to be
and help us always to show your kindness
to strangers and those in need.
Amen.

Penitents & Wanderers

www.liturgyoffice.org.uk
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Discover the joy of learning!
“Specialist in STEM Maths”

1 to 1 and Group Tuition
STEM GCSEs, KS1/2, SATs, Phonics Test & 11+ Exams
Experienced PGCE Qualified Tutors (Limited Spaces - book now!)
Telephone: 07904 880 448
@goldstarlearningacademy_uk

Paul’s Carpentry Services
We offer a broad range of carpentry services including:








Conversions and interior
reconstructions
Kitchens and bathrooms
Custom made furniture
Floors, doors, stairs and
balustrades
Painting and decorating
Visit our website
www.paulscarpentryservices.com
or call us on

07438 936 432
to get a free quotation
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ST. JOHN FISHER

CHURCH REPOSITORY &
BOOKSHOP
Open:

Do something to help!

Before and after 9 am
Mass most weekdays

Volunteer
with Christian CARE

On Sundays between
8.30 to 9.30am
and 10.30 to 11am
•

All occasion cards

•

Baptism, Holy Communion and
Confirmation items available

•

We are looking for Befrienders, Shoppers
& Furniture Project Helpers
---------

We also urgently need your unwanted
furniture
---------

For more information visit

www.christiancaremerton.org.uk

We also stock adult Prayer books
in foreign languages and
children's Prayer books in Polish

----------

To enquire about helping or to donate unwanted
furniture items contact us on

020 3302 0181
or 07932

628840

or email: christiancaremerton@gmail.com
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St. John Fisher

Bespoke
Local Dressmaker
Designer

Senior Citizens Club
Are you free on Thursdays 1–3 pm?
Do you and your friends like
playing card games?
Are you good at words and like
playing Scrabble?
Or do you just want to relax, chat
and play Bingo?
We offer all these activities,
together with tea, coffee, cakes
and sandwiches.

Handmade Dresses
for Children & Adults

Made to Measure
Bridal, Prom, Birthday, Baptism,
First Holy Communion
& Special Occasions

Repairs and Alterations Clinic
Men’s hems taken up,
Trousers taken in,
Dresses reshaped
& Men’s Jackets relined, etc.

So, why not come along
to the Church Hall –
you will be sure of a warm
welcome.

Over 25 years experience.

Call, Text or WhatsApp
07904 880 448

ST. JOHN FISHER
PARENT & TODDLER GROUP
Thursdays (term time only)

9.30 - 11.30 am in the Parish Hall
The Parent and Toddler Group
invite pre-school children and
their parents to come along and
create new friendships within our
church community.
£3 admission (includes
refreshments and a new craft
activity each week). Admission is
limited to 30 children to ensure a
fun and safe environment.

Any questions?

Please contact Pippa at
pipnlindsay@gmail.com
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To advertise in
TALKABOUT
Please contact:

Marina Bowyer
020 8542 1349
talkabout@blueyonder.co.uk
Speak to Marina about what you would like
worded or illustrated in your advert.
We aim to please!

Prices (per issue)
Quarter Page

£15

Half Page

£23

Full Page
(inside)
(back cover)

£30
£38

Talkabout Parish Magazine - 2022 Dates
Deadline for submitting items
(talkabout@blueyonder.co.uk or c/o the Parish Office)

Sunday 27 Feb.

Sunday 5 June

Sunday .4 Sept.

Distribution Weekend

19 & 20 March

25 & 26 June

24 & 25 Sept.

Deadline for articles to be included in the next edition
of Talkabout must be with the Editorial Team before

SUNDAY 27

TH

FEBRUARY 2022

talkabout@blueyonder.co.uk

Coffee, tea, squash &
biscuits are served in
the Hall after 9:30am
and 11:00am Mass
each Sunday.

please note:
The Readers’ Rota, Eucharistic
Ministers Rota and Collection
Counters Rota are not being
published at present.

“ Advent: the time to listen
for footsteps - you can’t hear
footsteps when you’re
running yourself “

Everyone welcome!

Bill McKibben
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PARISH GROUPS
Who for?

When?

Where?

Run by?

Contact Details?

Robert Roy

raroysms@gmail.com

Altar Servers

Parishioners
(post-First Holy
Communion)

Choir
11am Mass

Church Choir

Practice:
Tuesday
3.00-4.30pm

Church
Choir Loft

To be advised

Crusaders

Post-First Holy
Communion
Young People

First Tuesday
each month
4.00-5.00pm

Day Chapel

To be advised

Music Group
9.30am Mass

Singers and
Musicians

Guild of Our
Lady

Parish children
(Year 5 & above)

Monday
evening

Justice &
Peace Group

Parishioners

Over 60s Club Parishioners

Family Mass Pippa Lindsay &
Mary Farrell

pipnlindsay@gmail.com

Day Chapel

Kate Colthup

merton@rcaos.org.uk

Once a month Venue
varies

J&P Team

sjf.justiceandpeace@gmail.com

Thursday
1.00-3.00pm

Parish Hall

To be advised

RCIA

Anyone wishing
Tuesday
to learn more
8.00pm
about Catholicism

To be
advised

Kate Colthup &
Miriam Davis

merton@rcaos.org.uk

Readers

Please speak to
Mass
the Clergy if you
would like to read

Church

Clergy

207 Cannon Hill Lane
merton@rcaos.org.uk

SVP (St Vincent Needy
de Paul Society) parishioners

Help available By
SVP Team
as needed
arrangement

Sean Deane
020 8715 7972

Talkabout

Parishioners

Editorial Team Venue
meet quarterly varies

Editorial Team

talkabout@blueyonder.co.uk

Teams of Our
Lady

Parish Families

Each Team
Homes of
meets monthly members

Davide Buttaci

davide011974@gmail.com

Toddler
Group

Children
(birth - 4 yrs)

Thursday
Term Time
9.30-11.30am

Parish Hall

Pippa Lindsay

pipnlindsay@gmail.com

Youth Group

Parish children

Friday
7.30– 9.30pm

Parish Hall

Clergy

207 Cannon Hill Lane
merton@rcaos.org.uk

(Year 7 & above)

UNIFORM GROUPS

Uniform Groups Coordinator:

Jaki O’Neill-Ford

jakioneillford@yahoo.co.uk

Rainbows

Girls
(5 - 7 yrs)

Monday
4.15-5.15pm

Parish Hall

Sandy Brown

san.brown8@hotmail.co.uk.

Brownies

Girls
(6 - 9 yrs)

Monday
5.30-7.15pm

Parish Hall

Leanne Kennett
Brown Owl

LKennett75@virginmedia.com
07957 470 943

Guides

Girls
(10 - 14 yrs)

Tuesday
6.00-7.40pm

Parish Hall

Sandy Brown
Guide Leader

san.brown8@hotmail.co.uk.

Beavers

Boys & Girls
(6 - 8 yrs)

Friday
5.45-7.15pm

Parish Hall

}
}

Cubs

Boys & Girls
(8 - 101/2 yrs)

Wednesday
6.00-730pm

Parish Hall

} Tracy Sterlini
tracy@sterlini.plus.com
} Group Scout Leader

Scouts

Boys & Girls
(101/2 - 14 yrs)

Wednesday
7.30-9.30pm

Parish Hall

}
}

Explorers

Boys & Girls
(14 - 19 yrs)

Tuesday
7.45-9.30pm

Parish Hall
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Tom Carter & Andy
Newman
ESLs

dtjambo@yahoo.co.uk

PARISH DETAILS
St John Fisher Parish

Parish Admin.
Fr Matthias
Kizito
Address:

Assist. Priest
Fr Francis
Nonyelu

Deacon
Fred
Carter

Deacon
Tom
Kavanagh

The Presbytery
207 Cannon Hill Lane
Merton, London SW20 9DB

Telephone:

020 8542 6355

E-mail:

merton@rcaos.org.uk
talkabout@blueyonder.co.uk.

Website:

www.stjohnfishermerton.co.uk

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/
StJohnFisherParishMerton/

Mass Times:
Weekdays:

9:00 am

First Fridays: 8:00 pm
Holydays:

6:00 pm (Vigil), 9:00 am & 7.30 pm

Saturday:

9:00 am & 6:00 pm (Vigil)

Sunday:

8:00 am
9:30 am (Family Mass)
11:00 am (Sung Mass)

Parish Secretary: Melissa Russell
9am - 2.00pm Monday - Thursday

6:30 pm

Baptism:

3:00 pm

First Sunday of the month
by prior arrangement

Reconciliation:

Saturday

9:30 - 10:30 am
in the Hall

Repository:

Weekdays - before and after 9 am
Mass most weekdays.
Sundays - between 8.30 to 9.30am
and 10.30 to 11am.

ST JOHN FISHER PARISH ADVISORY COUNCIL
Fr Matthias

Deacon Fred

Fr Francis
• Ex-Officio

Deacon Tom
• Ex-Officio
• Apostolate

Davide Buttaci
• Teams of Our

Michael Calnan Sean Deane
• Elected Member • St. Vincent de

President

Lady

Ex-Officio

Sandra Malveiro Ursula O’Byrne
• Elected Member • Safeguarding

Paul Spooner
• Chairman

Peter Nash
• Deputy Chair

Collette Farley
• Secretary

Pippa Lindsay
• Toddlers Group
• Church Music

Angie Mackay
• St. John Fisher

Jaki O’Neill-Ford Rob Roy
• Uniform Groups • Elected Member

Melissa Russell
• Co-opt Member

Paul
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Primary School

Ann Vaz
• Elected Member

